The Russian Foreign Ministry has issued a statement in connection with the situation in Tbilisi.
 

“We are extremely concerned about the development of events in Tbilisi. 
 

We consider this introduction of a state of emergency in the country, and the wish to portray Russia as an enemy confirms the inability of the Georgian leadership to resolve their own internal domestic political problems in a civilised manner. 
 

We are concerned about the human rights situation in Georgia today. We consider that Georgia has an acute human rights crisis.
 

The footage from Tbilisi seen throughout the world has vividly demonstrated what democracy Georgian style is. It's the violent dispersal of a peaceful demonstration, the closure of the mass media, the beating up of foreign journalists.  Two Russian correspondents were injured during the dispersal. We demand that the Georgian authorities investigate this and punish those who are guilty. 
 

Once again, we want to declare wholeheartedly that Russia is not an enemy of Georgia, but a friend of Georgia and a friend of the Georgian people. We shall continue to fulfill our obligations in settling the Georgian-Abkhazian and Georgian-Ossetian conflicts,” said Mikhail Kamynin, spokesperson of the Russian Foreign Ministry. 
