Extracts from Dmitry Medvedev's statement 

"I want to express my gratitude for the offer to take part in the presidential election - this offer came from four parties - United Russia, Fair Russia, Agrarian party and Civil Force party."

"I link it with the necessity to provide for the continuity of the course that our country has been following for eight years, the course that has been chosen by our people through these years, the course that prevented the economy and social sector from collapsing, the course that prevented civil war, the course that President Putin is pursuing."

"What's dear to us today -  stability, better quality of life and hope for long-term smooth development, education, health care, housing - in all these important spheres of our life we overcame the stagnation of the 1990s." 

"We have the first even though not quite the full results. Our economy has strengthened a lot. We don't live on credit but keep within our means. The economy grows faster than in many developed countries. Our defence capabilities and security have grown."

"The attitude to Russia in the world has changed - we are not being told what to do like school children but have gained respect and are being considered a decent place in the international community. Russia has changed - it's become stronger and more successful."

"There's a lot to do - to bring down poverty, create modern health care and education, solve a very difficult housing problem and achieve a new quality of life in villages."

"Our task is to increase the income of all Russian citizens, to provide a decent living for the elderly, to create good conditions for young people, revive industry and strengthen Russia's role in the world arena, solving demographic problems." 

"These issues will be acute for many more years. That's why it's essential to continue the course started at the end of the 1990s. To follow this path it's not enough to elect a new president who would share this ideology. It's important to keep the capabilities of the team formed by the current president." 

"That's why I believe this is of principal importance for our country to keep Vladimir Putin in the position as the head of the government. He topped the list of the largest party - United Russia - and achieved outstanding success in the parliamentary vote."

"Only with this group will the new executive and lawmaking powers work effectively. I'm ready to run for president and want to ask Vladimir Putin to agree to head the government after the presidential election."
